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| KARBALA | 
~ About 105 Kms. Southwest of Baghdad, Karbala has a unique 
geographical site which gave the district a great importance 
throughout the ages, where traces of settlement were found 
nearby as the archaeological excavations in ALTAR caves pro- 
ved its existence since the late stone age. 

The importance of this city increased in the following periods 
as it was the centre of communications between iraq and 
the Arab Peninsula. 5 

It was also a centre of supplying provisions for the Arab 
Tribes who lived in the western Desert. 

In the Islamic period, Karbala gained its religious and com- 
mercial importance in that it was the burial place of Imam Al- 
Hussain and his brother Al-Abbas (grandsons of Prophet 
Mohammed) with a | groupea dl eir relatives and companions. 
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Some Official Administrations which — 
interests Tourists 

— Karbala Governorate 

— Karbala National Tourist Bureau 
— Karbala Tourist Office 

— General Establishment for 


intercity Transport 
Some Impertant Official Administration 


320000 
322077 
320863 
322731 
Directorate of Municipalities 323333 
Post, Telegraph and Telephone 
administration 
New Rafidain Bank = 
The Estate Bank 
Al-Naqaba Garage 
Local Administration of Karbala Hall 
Traffic Office 
Karbala Awqaf and religions affairs 
The Courts > 
The Public Liberary 
The General Federation of Trade Union 
Rawdha Al-Hussainiya Library 
Customs Office 
Youth Care Directorate 
Youth Care Center 
The Rest House 
Weather Forecast Directorate 
Hotels 
— Al-Hawra, Tourist Hotel 
— Al-Thawra Hotel 


— Karbala Tourist Hotel 
Health Centers 


322944 
320344 
322122 


323375 
321000 
321133 
322889 
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321559 
323858 
323515 
321131 
321751 
320337 
320893 
323513 


320863 
321100 


— Old Hussaini Hospital 
— New Hussaini Hospital 


322666 
322779 


| Telephone 


Economic importance: 

Karbala is considered as one of the important agricultural 
Governorates in Iraq as its water sources are abundant and its 
soil is fertile. 

It is famous for its fruits production, crops and vegetables. 

The Revolutionary Government devoted a great deal of 
interest to this Governorate by constructing a number of facto- 
ries for processing agricultural products, e.g. fruit canning, dairy 
products and date molasses. The Government also encouraged 
handicrafts and folklore that have an increasing interest from 
tourists and visitors. 

Places of interest in Karbala: 

Visitors in Karbala can see many places of interest: 

1. The Shrine of Imam Al-Hussain and Al-Abbas, sons of Imam 
Ali Bin Abi Talib, are considered in addition to their religious 
importance, an example of the most exquisite Islamic architec- 
tural and decorative designs with their golden minarets, 
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KARBALA GUIDE 


Holy Shrines, Religious Schools, 
Mosques and Hussainiat 
Imam Al-Hussain Shrine 
Imam Al-Abass Shrine 
Al-Hussaini Camp 
Bin Fahad Al-Hilly Shrine 
Imam Al-Mahdi Shrine 
Al-Zainabi Hill 
Hassan Kham School 
Al Bakir School — 
Hindiya School 
- Hunssainiate Al-Haidariya 


Ahali Al Najaf Hussainiya 
Rabia Hussainiya 


Abbasiya Al-Shargia Mosque 


Karrada Al-Sharqia Hussainiya 


domes and priceless treasures. 

Eight Kms. From Karbala, on the way to Al Razaza lake, 
lies the shrine of Martyr Al Hur Bin Al Rayah. On the way to 
the City also, lies the shrine of Awn bin Abdullah bin Ja’far. 

2. Ai Razaza Lake: 
Fourteen Kms. South west of Karbala, cabines and 
chalets have been put up and an extensive area was planted 
to provide facilities for tourists. 


3. ALTAR Caves: 


55 Kms. West of Karbala, lie Altar caves, considered by 
archeologists as one of the early settlements of man in the 
late Stone Age. 


4. Ukhaidhir Fortress: 


50 Kms.From Karbala, built in the first Abbassid period. It 

is a huge fortress surrounded by huge walls. It comprises 

halls, large rooms, stores, houses, baths and a mosque. 
The State Organization for tourism has converted a part 
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of this fortress into a rest house. 
5. Ain Al-Tamr: - 


Eighty Kms. From Karbala, a lovely oasis with palm 
groves and fruit orchards with springs of mineral waters 
spreads around it. 


The Revolutionary Government has devoted much attention 
to the religious tourist projects in Karbala Governorate and 
allocated funds for their implementation. 

Thus, the State Organization forTourism built a lot of new 

~ hotels like the prefabricated hotel near the entrance of the 
City, the Tourist Hotel and a third one near the Holy Shirnes. 

The State Organization for Tourism, also built a Tourist 
Complex in Ain Al- Tamr which contains houses, a rest house 
and aCasino in the middle of a forest. 

It is intended to built a large yard connecting two Abbassi 
and Hussaini Holy Shrines. 
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